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History of
The Garden Club

(Taken from the May 1975 Anniversary issue <Sf
the Clipper,)

ByLEEHAINES .

The Community Garden Club of Duxbury extends
sincere thanks to Mrs. Allan Wake and Mrs. Chester
Churchill, who so generously assisted in completing
the factual information of this article.
Duxbury was growing, and there/was concern

among members of The Garden Club that their
group, who traditionally met in homes, could not ac
commodate the numbers of townspeople who were
showing interest and abilities in horticulture. So,
several ladies of this club, which met only in the sum
mer and was the second oldest Garden Club (only to
The Cambridge Plant Club) in the U.S., decided that
a second club should be formed.
Thus, in the early summer of 1927, a surprisingly

large group gathered in the beautiful, formal gardens
of Dr. Nathaniel Emerson's home on Powder Point
Ave., "midst the magnificence of an archway of tall,
Grecian columns that formed a pathway to the varied
areas of blooms and greens." Now the James Baty
home, the garden is still of the same basic plan and
an outstanding example of formal, landscape design.

The Beginning

Dr. Emerson, a retired medical doctor whose en

thusiasms and energies were now almost totally in
volved hi the world of horticulture, became the first
president of the group by unanimous vote at that first
meeting. It was decided to name the new group "The
Community Garden Club of Duxbury." Also, it was
ruled that all future meetings were to be held in large
frails of barns to accommodate as many persons as

chose to become members in Duxbury. As a result,
very shortly, the new club boasted over 100 members
who eagerly entered into the activities of the
organization. ■
For many years the newly formed dub met only

during the summer. Men as well as women attended
meetings. The men were a part of the organization
and participated in dub activities. The men had

special classes in horticultural studies and alwayr
contributed their fruits and vegetables for comf "
tion in any local show. As late as Sept* 16, 1
Allan Waite was chairman of the nominating;
mittee. They joined the ladies f
thly garden visitations about Duxbury and
many of the garden parties and box lunch;
sponsored by flie club. ■■/■■fv
The first large project of the group .

year following their charter when the first ' _ __,
show was hdd at Partridge Academy ft^-jgfcffigj;
Town Hall on TremOnt St. The du^^wuTi^t*'^-
member of the Garden Qub; :^ederati(]_,.
Massachusetts and the show was sponsoredunde^l
guidelines as directed by the * -——-—*-^
ran nigh as news filtered through thfc towtii
judges would be arriving from Boston to ji
floral arrangements, plant' life and vegetables
in competition. " >'- ■. ':"T-^li^s'-'grV-.--.^^. ,

In the first year of endeavor, many were those who
contributed time and effort. Among those stifrliving
and memorable in their hard work are Mrsr<Charles
Sabine of King Caesar Rd.t who is now 103 years of
age; Mrs. Frederic Mattheis of MassasoitRd --Jit--
Allan Waites of Plunifidd Lane. They ass__
general committee of that first flower-show
was directed by Mrs. John Adams.df '
Ave.; Mrs. Parker Wittingipn of Mas_
Miss Louise Colburn of South Station!
in the recently sold Kirby Kellar home. ..,,..
Also active as one of the show's chairmen

Mrs. Charles Bittinger, who lived in the large
house on Tremont St. across frpr' " '

Mrs. Bittinger, whose artistic 1
were as highly recognized as herf-hus™*™

g^ns.:
of rowr aadnferna;-

the dub's founding, Mrs. Bittinger created u fern r

were as highly reco

known protitdts and

Otdi hOutstanding were her plan _
and her profuse wild life'garden. Sev

garden in Washington, D.G., which still bears a plat
que with her name and historic fact. u '

Sfiows

Through the years this gtoden du^ has^jrQduptd
many outstanding local flower shows, the^ost re-

cent of which was "Port of Call" at the King^Caesar ■
House, and the last large show given to ttte new Art-

' ' onAldenSt. .■ ' : .

'■Mss&m&pe sponsored
lghtMansion, now
^Thehigh ceilings
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History of

The Garden Club
(Contlaaed from tart week)

Everv Monday morning during the summer mon-

wssm
mmmm
jamfandjeffies, besides bags of apples and other

ject entirely. ^

Although the dub is entering a float in this year s
4thofJulyparade, it U by no means a new idea. The
r£h°s reoDfdTrewal many awards and prizes receiv
d for ^artriSuirough the years. In 1936. when

dTrewal many awards and prizes receiv
ed for ^artriSuirough the years. In 1936. when

te Sarad?*^ « »°»OT °f *e ^/""JOT™.SJST they received first prize for their float

with antique furniture of fce Pdgnms era. MR;

Dnxbnry Olpper,

charming emphasis. Another ^

Churchill (one of the early presidents of the club)
recalls an amusing incident. .;.T. ; 4 1^ J

Entering a float before the days of colbrfast
materials, the ladies fonned a se>i^ committee to
make costumes'::-!^]xeMt::pc^r}i^^i^i^^^
potatoes for the children to Wear on the float "-
representing a vegetable garden, A great rainstorm
during the actual pai^e comiwuhdcd to CTeattr^cl,
green, yellow and peach colored c^c^en as their
costumes ran down their. fac»^, hands and I^"r
For years, Mrs. Harold Rti^ibbbns' name

to the fore, attending- the'ht>rBcultui^ mt
first in Boston, later in Waltham at the Ofct t^an
House. She would bring ba^k infonnative reporti'bii
growing, and plant care, and cbntributcd mui
Duxbury in solving many growing problqns
town. It was during those years, too, that I
suddenly knew that, fall was in the air^yh
Weber-Fulop would have her magnificent A_
rose trees dug up and competely buried arid ^
in a trench for the treacherous winter monthsi. _
Fulop, a recognized artist from Vienna, owned the
King Caesar House at that time, and her gardens
were for many years one of the outstanding
cultivated areas of the tbwn< ■ ^ -V : ; - :-^Si^
When suddenly the world was engulfed in World

War II, the club responded by giving instructions and
suggestions on the best ways to cultivate yjctory
Gardens, of which there;.were hundreds in Duxbury
at that time. They also sponsored a series ofmeetings
on the proper way to can fruits and vegetabtes^vvhieh
was given by The County Ag^ciiltui^vSchpol^The
heavy volunteer demands of the Club's memfieiship
to aid, lessened attendance at^ some ofthe^
b h lb' id dri

ip meei
^PubKcatipri.
*;tht^ o

^n^lWvebeensc
j^urbehalf, i

, ^ ^ngs,
but the club's programs continued during jthese ex
tremely busy years. At the time of Great Bn'taih>s
devastation, Duxbury sponsored a yearns project of
sending seeds to Britain for cultivation.^^$£g£
P idt f th Ci Q

Duxbury, besides the founding president, Dr. Emer
son, have been Miss Margaret EUiot,5fe. Parker,
Whittington, Mrs. Maxwell MacDonald, Mfas Louise '"
Colburn, Miss Margaret Atwood, Miss Suian
Moulton, Mrs. Georege Bahm, Mrs. Thomas Whid-
den, Mrs. Stuart Huclnns and Mrs. Chester Cnur-
chui. ■ . .-. ,: ■;...;;"7;"r' ■;:£??.:■.'

Also Mrs. Gordon Littlefield, Mrs. Phtster Cowin,
Mrs. Charles Thrasher, Mrs. Louise Hunter, Mrs.
Emmett Fallon Jr., Mrs. Charles HewittiMrs^Albert
Crafts, Mrs. William Houghton, Mrs> Earle Tyier •
Jr., and Mrs. Richard Cotton. * \::r->;--^-*—^^>>'.::.
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